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GO WILD. GET OUTDOORS. YOUR CHQ ADVENTURE AWAITS.

THIS WEEKEND: Panama Rocks' Wild America Nature Festival

Article Contributed by
Katrina Fuller

Chautauqua County may seem tame on
the outset - but visitors and residents
alike know there is a wild, natural side to
the area! From woods and fields to wonders
of flora and fauna, Chautauqua County
offers a wealth of natural activities and
recreational opportunities that make it a
perfect summer destination. How will you
"go wild" this summer? Pick a few of the
following attractions and activities, and get
your nature on!

One of the standout
attractions is the

“SAYE THE DATE”
THIS SUMMER IN
CHQ COUNTY

JULY 27-28
THE WILD AMERICA NATURE
FESTIVAL AT PANAMA ROCKS

www.panamarocks.com/wanf.html
JULY 31-AUGUST 3
GERRY RODEO

www.gerryrodeo.com
AUGUST 1-4
LUCILLE BALL COMEDY FESTIVAL

comedycenter.org
AUGUST 1-4
ELLINGTON’S BICENTENNIAL
CELEBRATION

www.facebook.com/ellingtontownpicnic
AUGUST 9
DOWNTOWN JAMESTOWN CRUISE-IN

chautauquanycoc.weblinkconnect.com/
events/Jamestown-Cruiseln-2998/details

AUGUST 9-11
FINDLEY LAKE’S BICENTENNIAL
CELEBRATION

www.tourchautauqua.com/events/
findley-lakes-bicentennial-celebration

AUGUST 16-18
CHAUTAUQUA COUNTY ANTIQUE
EQUIPMENT SHOW

ccaea.net/annual-show.html

SEPTEMBER 6-7
RED, WHITE & BLUES FESTIVAL

festivalsfredoniany.org/red-white-blues/

Audubon Community Nature Center.
This serene sanctuary spans over 570
acres of wetlands, a native tree arboretum
and meadows. Visitors

can explore

a network of well-maintained trails,
enjoy birdwatching from strategically

placed  observation  points,  and
learn about local wildlife through interactive
exhibits and educational programs. The
center also features a butterfly garden and
a natural play area for children, making it
an ideal spot for families. For a calendar

of events and other information, visit

auduboncnc.org.

For those who enjoy

hiking and biking,
Chautauqua

County boasts an
extensive trail

system that caters

to all  skill

The Chautauqua Rails t o
Trails network offers scenic routes that

levels.

traverse through picturesque landscapes,
including lush forests, rolling hills, and
charming small towns. This impressive trail
system was created by Chautauqua Rails to
Trails, a non-profit that acquires, develops
and maintains recreational trails for public
use - on or near abandoned railroad lines.
Trails of various lengths are located
throughout the county. More information
can be found at Chaurtt.org.

Boating enthusiasts will find plenty to
enjoy in Chautauqua County as well.
Chautauqua Lake, one of the largest
inland lakes in New York, is a hub

for water-based activities. Whether

you prefer sailing, kayaking, or

%, paddleboarding, the lake's calm
s waters and beautiful shoreline
provide a perfect setting for
a day on the water. Fishing is

CW CONTINUED ON PAGE 7

THE AUDUBON: OUTDOOR ADVENTURE AND BEYOND

Article Contributed by
Leigh Rovegno

Executive Director,
Audubon Community Nature Center

You may be familiar with Audubon
Community Nature Center’s (ACNC)
mission to connect people to nature, a
mission carried out through the delivery
of more than 1,000 programs each year,
both onsite and within local schools,
parks, libraries and more.

If you have school children in Chautau-
qua or Warren counties, there’s a good
chance an Audubon nature educator has
visited them and shared fascinating arti-
facts or even live animals in their class-
room. Perhaps you’ve brought them to
1600 Riverside Road, or they came on a
field trip and got to experience some of
the incredible ecological diversity within
Audubon’s 570-acre nature preserve.

A wide variety of mammals, birds, in-
sects, reptiles, and amphibians call
Audubon home, including River Otters,
Mink, Painted and Snapping Turtles,
and thousands of individual migratory
and nesting birds. Those are in addition
to the Animal Ambassadors who live at
the Nature Center: Oneka and Tweeg
the Eastern Hellbenders, Soren the
Red-tailed Hawk, Cricket the American
Kestrel, and Lincoln the Box Turtle, to
name a few. Audubon’s Animal Ambas-
sadors are cared for by trained staff and
volunteers. They have all found their
way to Audubon for different reasons —
some were injured in the wild, some are
discarded pets, and some were raised in
captivity specifically for educational pur-
poses.

Audubon’s staff is dedicated to learning
more about the plants and animals of our
region. The more we learn, the more we
can share with others! One way we do

this is through the nest box monitoring
program. ACNC staff and volunteers
track what birds are nesting on our prop-
erty each year as part of a greater citizen
science program that tracks bird popu-
lations on a global scale. More than 50
nest boxes can be found that are carefully
maintained and monitored each nesting
season (April through September).

Among the birds found nesting at Audu-
bon over the past 11 years of tracking are
Eastern Bluebirds, Black-capped Chick-
adees, American Kestrels, House Wrens,
Purple Martins, and Tree Swallows.

Baby birds that are discovered in the
nest boxes are banded using tiny brace-
lets that go on their ankles. Safe for the
birds, each bracelet/band is numbered,
and that number is used to track the
patterns of birds (population levels,

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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= E 1600 Riverside Road
Jamestown, NY 14701

Audubon Community
Nature Center

auduboncnc.org
(716) 569-2345

Welcome
to the Wild

Trails and Grounds:
. Six miles of trails

. Picnic areas

. Natural play space

. Educational gardens
. Native arboretum

. Wildlife Walk

The grounds are free to explore daily, year round,
from dawn to dusk.

Nature Center building:

. Blue Heron Gift Shop

. Three floors of interactive exhibits
. Live animals

. Indoor play areas

Free admission to the Nature Center for SNAP/EBT cardholders.
Sunday admission to the Nature Center is free for all.

The Community:

. Memberships with perks

. Volunteer network

. Rental spaces

. Public programs

. Contracted and private programs
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Again, this week, I find myself stating
the obvious: Chautauqua County
is a great place to live, work, and
play, in large credit to our natural
resources. Our lakes and waterways,
abundant parks and trail system,
and impressive preserves like the
Audubon
Center, all make it the perfect

Community  Nature
summer playground.

Truly, it’s easy in our community
to get off the couch, embrace the
great outdoors and embark upon
exciting adventures. Natural beauty
and outdoor recreation abound.
Whether it be biking, hiking,
horseback riding, kayaking, climbing
or more, Chautauqua is the place to
enjoy it all.

Perhaps one of the more unique

destinations where nature and
adventure intersect in a glorious
extreme is the one and only, Panama

Rocks Scenic Park. With its ancient

glacial remains, stunning greenery,
and quiet beauty, a visit to the Rocks
is both visually jaw-dropping and
physically exhilarating at the same
time. One’s hike, climb, crawl and
plummet into the depths of massive,
magical rock sculptures is a surreal
and beautiful experience.

Maybe even more unique than the
craggy wonder itself is its ownership.
Datingback to Chautauqua County’s
early history, Panama Rocks has
been privately owned - perhaps a
rarity for such a natural treasure.
Current owner, Jonathan Weston,
succeeded his parents, Craig and
Sandra Weston, beginning in 2014.
He and his wife, Holly, have carefully
overseen the special park and are
now raising their young family at the
homestead there.

For as much as Chautauqua
County’s appeal is a credit to our
natural resources, Jonathan also
represents the best of the best in
our human resources. As a brilliant
2004 Cornell University graduate,
he immediately embarked upon a
strong and promising career in
Washington, DC. He probably
could have continued to climb an
illustrious career ladder, but instead,
made the courageous decision to
pick up the baton from his retiring
parents. He chose to come home

and not only share his talents with us

WILD AMERICA

NATURE

FESTIVAL

at Panama Rocks - July 27 & 28, 2024

FEATURING
Wild Animals with Jungle Terry

Live Falconry with American Hawkeye

Folk Music with Davis & Eng
Nature Walks, Talks, & More!

NATURE ART & CRAFT SHOW
FOOD VENDORS

with 50+ vendors!

Explore Panama Rocks & Try Axe Throwing!

www.WildAmericaFest.com

but also to protect and preserve one
of our community’s most cherished
natural assets. His dedication is a
gift to us all: our continued access
to irreplaceable adventure in the
Rocks. During the past few years,
he has moved forward with further

development of the Park.

One of those developments has been
this week’s Wild America Nature
Festival, which he began in 2017.
The festival is a great testament to
his creative and visionary approach.
Jonathan has a feverish marketing
that
builds upon, and brings together,
other
assets.

and development acumen

community partners and
In addition to this now-
successful annual festival, he also
began a fall foliage festival in 2022
sites

and has added “glamping”
(luxury camping),
and a large mercantile to the Park.

axe-throwing,

He has completely overhauled the
grounds with top-notch renovations
and continues to provide a plethora

of nature-based activities for families

and visitors each year.

In regard to development and
visionary approaches, Chautauqua
County Partnerships for Economic
Growth, a public-private arm of the
county’s Industrial Development
Agency, recently launched its
“Choose CHQ - CHQ”
campaign to encourage and foster

Live

growth in various ways across
the county, including bringing in
new residents and new businesses
through innovation and highlighting
all we have to offer here. Well, the
Weston family might just be the
Partnership’s perfect poster child.
Jonathan chose us. All summer long,
we are lucky enough to be able to
drive just a short stint down the road
and choose him.

This summer, Go Wild! Go Weston!
Or Just GO...Outdoors.
Your Adventure Awaits.

EVANS |

WINES & LIQUOR

: This Uw«mal Tequiln Dov,
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We're Open!
Mon-Sat
8:30am-10pm
and Sun 11-8pm

WWW.EVANSWINESANDLIQUORS.COM - 986 FAIRMOUNT AVE - JAMESTOWN, NY 14701

FOLLOW US
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7 All-in, whatever it takes
WINE & SPIRITS i SIS =

GRAND OPENING WEEKENb - 4
August 9th and 10th Alwa S-

August 9th « Ribbon cutting at 2pm
Tacos and a tequila tasting from 4-7pm

August 10th « Bourbon Tasting & Purchase Raffle 4-7pm Making a Diﬁerence,

We will also offer 10% off store wide from . .
4 pm Friday till Saturday at close. Impactlng and Serving others

22 W. Main St. « Frewsburg NY . 716-922-9037

Growing, Learning, Kind, Consistent

(£ ) @FrewsburgWineAndSpirits With Gratitude.
We appreciate what we have, who we work with
EIGHT LIMBS and why we do what we do.

weIIner studio

WORKSHOPS - YOGA - MASSAGE - REIKI

good
necighbor
BOOKSTORE

goodneighborbooks.com
@) @g00dneighborbooks

Located in the historic “Cillage of fakewood

Alliance Advisory Group continues to invest in the local
124 Chautauqua Ave . Lakewood - (716) 720-4917 community by bringing new Financial
Representatives and Advisors to continue the 52

HEALTH AND WELLNESS SERVICES year legacy of serving Southwestern New York and
Northwestern Pennsylvania.

The Area’s Leading Holistic Wellness Center
040 ’
“%"’4’3«’707 - H 130 Chautauqua Ave We are experienced professionals committed to always
°e)§y%’ AL Lakewood, NY provide the most timely financial service and products
) Natural Hea . . . .
Z Wellness Center 716-763-8880 to both current and future generations. Our priority is
GUNSS making a difference to those we serve with gratitude

www.vitalityhealthandwellness.com towards their confidence in the work we do.

) Lake Life Café , \ AL 1 1ANC=

It’s your time.

Local-approved, classic lake life food lovingly sourced -
and happily prepared to make today your perfect day.

ADVISORY GROUP

Est. 1979

513 West Third Street
Jamestown, NY 14701

716-483-1531

22 Main Street « Bemus Point, NY 14712 www.allianceadvisorygroup.com
(7 1 6) 3 8 6 — 2 2 O O Alliance Advisory Group is an Agency of the Guardian Life Insurance Company of America (Guardian) New York NY.

Securities products and advisory services offered through Park Avenue Securities LLC (PAS), member FINRA, SIPC.

Alliance Advisory Group is not registered in any state or with the U. S. Securities and Exchange Commission as a

WWW . 1a1{elife C afe o Com Registered Investment Advisor. 2024-177741 Exp 07/26.
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Olympics Athlete.

Kim Davis, Special Olympics Athlete, Janel Mcintyre, Special Olympics Athlete,
Dan Hocking, Co-Owner, ACME The Appliance Store, and Kay Davis, Special

! ACME The Appliance Store Donates A
Weber Gas Grill to TRC Golf Classic

Article Contributed by

The Resource Center

Dan and Beth Hocking, Owners of
ACME The Appliance Store, recently
donated a Weber Gas Grill that will be

used for a drawing to support the 28th
Annual TRC Golf Classic.

The TRC Golf Classic is the major
annual fund-raising event for Filling
the Gap, Inc,, a Jamestown-based non-
profit organization that works with The
Resource Center to support people with
disabilities and other socioeconomic
challenges in Chautauqua County. In
its first 27 years, the tournament has
netted over $1.78 million for the TRC
Foundation Fund, which raises money
to improve the lives of people with
disabling conditions in Chautauqua

County.

"The Resource Centerisavital part of our
community, said Dan Hocking. "ACME
the Appliance Store is honored to serve
as a community partner and donate this
WEBER Gas Grill to help raise money
for the Resource Center. Beth & I believe
strongly in giving back to the community
and assist all the wonderful people at the
Resource Center, who nurture, uplift
and empower others to realize their full
potential. The Resource Center makes a
positive difference in people’s lives on a
daily basis, and we are happy to continue
to partner with them to support their
efforts.”

The 2024 TRC Golf Classic is scheduled
for July 22 at Moon Brook Country Club
in Jamestown. For more information,
please visit wwwi.trcgolfclassic.com

J

APPLIANCE STORE

1286 E 2nd St - Jamestown, NY - (716) 665-2317 ()

maplespringstreeservice.com

Commercial & Resid

ZRk58653288

Here's How It Works:

Sudoku puzzles are

formatted as a 9x9 grid,
broken down into nine 3x3

boxes. To solve a sudoku,
the numbers 1 through 9
must fill each row, column
and box. Each number can
appear only once in each

row, column and box. You
can figure out the order

in which the numbers will
appear by using the numeric
clues already provided in the
boxes. The more numbers

you name, the easier it gets
to solve the puzzle!

CLUES ACROSS

1. Average damage per system

(abbr.)

5. Lustful woodland gods
(Greek mythology)

11. Colombian Town

12. Sour

16. A way to stuff

17. Former AL MVP Vaughn

18. Carried or transported

19. Cannot even fathom

24. Hammer is one

25. A way to separate

26. Not moving

27. Women’s service
organization (abbr.)

28. German river

29. Quantitative fact

30. A person’s head

31. Process that produces

ammonia

French modernist painter

Too much noise

33.
34.

CLUES DOWN

1. Charge with a crime

2. Mended with yarn

3. North Atlantic flatfish

4. Boil at low temperature

5. Lapps of northern Scandinavia
6. Poisonous plant

7. Atomic #22

8. 36 inches

9. Monetary unit of Russia

10. Type of gin

13. An alternative

14. Alone

15. A way to ooze
20. Publicity
21. American firm
22. Jewish calendar month
23. Popular sandwich
27. Comedian Cook
29. The NFL’s big game (abbr.)
30. Political action committee
31. Make a low, steady sound
32. Legendary sportscaster Michaels

38.
39.

40.
43.
44.
45
49.
50.
51,
53.
54
56.
58.
59.

60.
63.

64.
65.

33.

34,
35.
36.
37.

40.

Agree to a demand

One a line at right angles to a
ship’s length

Employees

Ribosomal ribonucleic acid
Component of hemoglobin

. Quick and skillful in movement

Passing trend

Part of the eye

One who acclaims
Deadly amount (abbr.)

. Taste property

Genus of mosquitoes

Blood type

A group of countries in special
alliance

Institute legal proceedings
against

Shade of a color

Spoke

Work units

One thousand cubic feet (abbr.)
Designed to keep ears warm
One who scrapes

Tear into two or more pieces
Supervises flying

. Flying arm of the U.S. military (abbr.)

District in Peru

. One died leaving a will

. Morning

. The world of the dead

. Widen

. Drink containing medicine
. Celebrating

. Secret encounters

. A type of tag

. Halfback

Modern tech

. Monetary unit

. Resigned to one’s sleeping chamber
. Execute or perform

. “The Golden State”

. “The Beehive State” (abbr.)

PUZZLE SOLUTIONS ON PAGE 19
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IN LOVING MEMORY God in Nature

July 9
Joann M. Morrison, 69

Jamestown, NY
Peterson Funeral Home

July 11
Melissa L. Johnson, 46

Frewsburg, NY
Falconer Funeral Home

July 13
Louis F. Rumiano, 85

Falconer, NY
Falconer Funeral Home

July 13
Norman Golden, 95
Jamestown, NY
Falconer Funeral Home

July 13
Thomas A. Lang, 68

Jamestown, NY

Lind Funeral Home

July 14
Robert D. Canniff, 80
Randolph, NY

Peterson Funeral Home

July 15

Stephen M. Bush, 68
Jamestown, NY
Lind Funeral Home

"When someone you love becomes a memory,

that memory becomes a treasure.”

/‘/’Q’\STONE

H I'LLHomes

New Construction « Major Renovations
Additions « Project Design

(716) 499-HOME

4 6 6 3

Branden Maggio - Owner
stonehillhomes716@gmail.com

36 Chautauqua Ave . Lakewood, NY 14750
WWW. STONEHILLHOMES.NET

30 West Main Street
Falconer, NY 14733
716-665-4408

Screen repair
Copy/faxing services
House key duplication
Vacuum cleaner repair
Vacuum & Poly-Chair
Retail Sales

Contributing Writer

Pastor Liz Whitney
Senior Pastor
First Covenant Church
Jamestown, NY

Ah it’s summer! It’s the time of year
that so many of us look forward to.
It’s s time to get outside and enjoy all
that nature has in store for us. This
year is particularly exciting for my
family, because it’s our first summer
here in Chautauqua County. We
are enjoying the beautiful lakes, the
majestic mountains and the gorgeous
sunsets. We recently moved to the
area as I accepted a position with First
Covenant Church. We moved in the
winter, in fact, in the middle of one
of the few snowstorms this year, so
summer breathes new life for us and
we are looking forward to exploring
the area.

Summer brings back so many fond
memories for me. I was one of
those kids that was outside until the
streetlights came on. I remember
as a kid spending many summers in
Florida with my family. I couldn’t
wait to get into the water. You could
always find me in a pool or an ocean.
I had no fear. Didn’t matter how deep
it was or how cold it was. The water
was endless hours of enjoyment for
me until one summer.

We were visiting my uncle and his
fiancé in Florida. One morning it was
off to the beach like any other day. We
jumped in the ocean on our rafts and
off we went. What I didn’t know was
that the beach had recently had some
instances where sharks were coming
closer to shore and swimming around
the people. That day they decided to

swim closer to shore. Thankfully, my

\soon-to-be-aunt kept her cool and

was able to get me on the raft and out
of the water quickly and calmly so
that I barely noticed the danger that
was around me. Well once I found
out, that was the end of the ocean for
me.

I still love the ocean, but as I have
grown up my love of the ocean has
turned into something much more

The place that had
become a source of fear for me, had

meaningful.

turned into a place where I experience
the presence of God. Many people
have profound experiences with
God in nature. It’s hard not to when
you look around at his handiwork.
Everything from the leaves on the
trees to a grain of sand on the beach
makes us wonder about the Creator
of all. I look at the vastness of the
ocean. My eyes can’t see the end.
They can'’t see the depth. I have no
idea where it begins or ends. When I
sit on the shore I can hear the sounds
of the waves, I smell the salt of the
water and I am in awe of its vastness
and strength.

The ocean has become a place where
I am reminded of who is in control
and truly how big God is. It’s a place
where I am reminded that my God
is not a distance god not paying any
attention to me, but He is a god that is
intricately involved in every aspect of
my life. I may not understand all the
details of Him, and I may never get all
of my questions answered, but I know
that just like the waves rise and fall,
He is there. He is there in the wind,
in the rising and setting of the sun, in
the twinkling of the stars, in the sweet
songs of the birds, in the rain and the
snow. God is everywhere all around
us. We may not be able to see Him
with our eyes, but we can see Him in
His creation. From every dew drop
to every mountain top, God’s hand is
all over it. He still cares and provides
for His creation today. When I look
to nature, I see God’s invitation to
rest in Him, to trust in His provision
and His care for all of His creation.
I may not jump into the ocean any
time soon, but I will sit on the shore
and bask in the goodness of God and
spend endless hours soaking up the
presence of my Creator. )

e )
SPEA POD E

Florist & Curiosities “.W.%

W

Always fresh, always friendly. We deliver.
Bouquets Made by an Experienced Florist
with Loving Attention to Each Unique Order!
Specialty Gift Shop Featuring Regional Artisans
Highest Quality Wares - Memorable Keepsakes

’NM,, 141 Chautauqua Avenue ¢ Lakewood, NY

716.526.1081 M

www.ppjflowerslakewood.com %




Cornell@CHQgazette.com

~

Y

"Go Wild" Edition -4

7

July 22, 2024

(
Go Wild. Get Outdoors.

CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE

another popular pastime, with the lake
being home to a variety of fish species,
including walleye, bass, and muskellunge.
Another highlight in natural wonder this
summer includes the returning Wild
America Nature Festival. Panama Rocks
is set to come alive with the sounds of
nature, the sights of vibrant art, and the
aromas of delicious food as the festival
returns on July 27 and 28, from 10:00 a.m.
to 5:00 p.m. each day. This year, Panama
Rocks owner Jonathan Weston invites
everyone to come see why Step Out
Buffalo listed the Wild America Nature
Festival as one of the “Top 10 Festivals
to Visit” this summer in the Chautauqua-
Lake Erie region!

Weston emphasized that there is no
admission fee to shop at the Nature Art
& Craft Show and Festival Food Vendors
this year.

“With over 50 art, craft and food vendors,
the Wild America Nature Festival
brings in world-class painters, jewelers,
woodworkers, ceramic artists, fabrics,
blacksmithing, and more,” he said. “The
festival is known for the quality and
diversity of its art and craft show. The art
and craft vendors sell items that they have

personally created. Each vendor either
specializes in art related to nature, such as
painting and photography or uses natural,
organic materials in their work.”

Food vendors include Labyrinth Press
Co., SuperFresh Organic Café, Another
Guy’s Fries, ComaradERIE BBQ,
Lombardo Ace Kettle
Corn, and Hope’s Smoothies. There are

Concessions,

food options for everyone including

vegan, vegetarian, gluten-free, and

allergy-friendly food!

There is a small admission fee to enjoy
entertainment and explore Panama
Rocks during the Wild America Nature
Festival, but it is well worth it, according
to Weston.

Another highlight at the Wild America
the
presentations by Jungle Terry (11 a.m.
to 12 p.m. both days). Known for his
charismatic and engaging style, Jungle

Nature Festival is captivating

Terry brings the wild world of animals
up close and personal to festival-goers.
His shows feature a diverse array of
animals, from slithering snakes and
lively lizards to exotic birds and cuddly
mammals. Children and adults alike are

mesmerized as Terry shares fascinating
facts and stories about each animal,
highlighting their unique characteristics
and behaviors.

“His interactive approach allows audience
members to touch some of the animals,
creating an unforgettable hands-on
experience,” said Weston. “Jungle Terry's
passion for wildlife conservation and
education shines through every moment,
making his presentations a must-see

highlight of the festival”

The Wild America Nature Festival
also offers an exhilarating falconry
demonstration by American Hawkeye, a
highlight that mesmerizes audiences with
flying birds of prey (2 pm to 3p.m. on
both days). American Hawkeye's expert
falconer Jonathtan Clarkson showcases
the incredible agility and speed of these
majestic birds, such as falcons, hawks,
and eagles. The demonstration provides
a breathtaking display of aerial acrobatics
and educates viewers on the vital role
these raptors play in the ecosystem. The
Sun Dance Kids Petting Zoo is also a
delightful attraction, offering a hands-
on experience with a variety of friendly
farm animals. Children and adults alike
can interact with goats, sheep, rabbits,
and other gentle creatures in a safe and

engaging environment. The festival also

\

features folk music by Davis and Eng, as
well as nature walks and talks on topics
such as our native ecosystem, wild edible
foraging, wildlife rehabilitation, and
more. The event also offers a carnival-
style axe-throwing experience with prizes
which will be available for purchase at the

event.

For those looking to get their tickets in
advance, Weston said they are in luck. If
patrons purchase their admission online
by July 25, they will receive full weekend
admission to the event for the price of
a one-day pass allowing festival-goers
to visit either or both days. Additional
information, admission, and a full event
schedule are available at PanamaRocks.
com/WANF.

Opverall, Chautauqua County's blend of
natural beauty and diverse recreational
opportunities makes it a "wild" summer
destination for nature lovers and outdoor
alike!  Whether

seeking a peaceful retreat in nature or an

adventurers you're

action-packed day of exploration, this

region has something to offer everyone.

Contributing Writer
Pat Locke

of

On July 24, 1935 a Christmas in
July celebration was born thanks
to the all-girl summer campers
at Keystone Camp in Brevard,
North Carolina. Nestled in the
Blue Ridge Mountains of the Tar
Heel State, Keystone Camp offered
an opportunity for young girls to
come and learn everything from
gymnastics, archery, swimming
and kayaking to horseback riding

and crafting. Described as whimsy

Pat's Pen with Pat Locke

Christmas in July

and magical, Keystone co-founder,
Miss Fannie Holt came up with the
idea of Christmas in July in 1933
to offer the young girl campers
a different kind of activity and a
fun creative way to celebrate the
December holiday or summer's first
Noel during their summer camping
experience.

Keystone Camp brings Christmas
in July alive by singing carols,
decorating a tree and holding
a traditional Santa Claus gift
exchange. The camp has continued
this summer holiday tradition
to spread Christmas cheer
July by adding cotton imitation
snow. Fannie, passing in 1942, is
remembered as the only person
who ever coaxed Santa away from
the North Pole in the summer time!

in

If planning your own Christmas
in July party is on your summer
agenda, it provides a good reason
to break out all those decorations
we only get to see once a year.
Decorating a tree with both typical
Christmas ornaments as well as
more seasonal ornaments such as
starfish and seashells is a way to
combine both the feeling of winter
and summer. Ask your guests to
come dressed in Christmas holiday
attire. Perhaps a pair of Santa printed
shorts might be fun to complete the
holiday vibe in July. Make sure to
include holiday music with Mariah
Carey's "All I Want for Christmas"
at the top of your holiday music list
along with festive food with friends
and family for a holly jolly good
time. Parties could center around a
Christmas BBQ complete with fake
snow or a pool party decorated with
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festive red and green decorations
while serving up eggnog complete
with a colorful paper umbrella and
a colorful straw.

Christmas in July 2024 is celebrated
on Thursday, July 25th. The same
day as Christmas, but in July. It
is also known as Christmas in
Summer and Christmas in Winter.
The celebration's main goal is to
bring people into the Christmas
spirit during the summer, whether
in the Northern Hemisphere or in
the Southern Hemisphere where
the month of July is winter.

Merry Christmas
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Over the past few years, the trails and
waterways in Chautauqua County have
undergone some major improvements,
and there is even a new countywide
trail map for people who want to
explore the hundreds of miles of trails
in the county. The Chautauqua County
Partnership for Economic Growth
(CCPEG), along with the Friends
of Chautauqua County Greenways
(FCCG), have been working tirelessly
to enhance, maintain, and promote
the incredible recreation opportunities
available to Chautauqua County
residents and tourists alike.

By late fall of 2024, trail-users will be
able to experience some of the major
trail improvements that are planned

LIVE

Chautauqua County Partnership for Economic Growth /
Friends of Chautauqua County Greenways

over the next few months. For example,
in collaboration with the Chautauqua
County Equestrian Trail System
(CCETS), the Boutwell Hill Ski Club
was recently awarded a $239,000
Park and Trail Partnership Grant to
resurface the “Homestead Loop" in
Boutwell Hill State Forest. That grant
was administered by Parks & Trails
New York.

In addition, CCPEG was awarded
$105,000 in grants for Phase IV of the
“Chautauqua County Overland Trails
Revitalization Project” The focus for
this year will be to improve the Fred J.
Cusimano Westside Overland Trail in
Panama and Brokenstraw State Forests,
along with some sections of private
propertysouth of Titus Road. There will
also be improvements to the equestrian
trails in North Harmony State Forest,
and the Chautauqua County Rails
to Trails will have sections of trail
resurfaced. Lastly, the Chautauqua
Watershed Conservancy is currently
removing blowdowns and blockages
along the Marden E. Cobb Waterway
Trails. The grant funding came from

multiple sources, including the Greater
Buffalo Community Foundation,
the Lenna Foundation, the Sheldon
Foundation, the Chautauqua Region
Community Foundation, and the Jesse
Smith Darrah Fund.

“This is a pivotal moment in the history
of Chautauqua County;” explains Jacob
Bodway, CCPEG Trail Coordinator.
“The county is recognizing that by
improving its recreation opportunities,
there is a corresponding improvement
to the quality of life for both residents
and tourists. As an avid trail user
myself, I am thrilled that I can basically
walk out of my backdoor and hike,
mountain bike, and paddle some of the
most beautiful natural areas that you’ll
find anywhere. There is nowhere else
that I'd rather live than right here in
Chautauqua County!”

For those who are wondering about the
location, difficulty, tread surface, and
parking for the county trails, CCPEG
and the FCCG recently released a new,
interactive countywide trail map on
its website, along with mobile maps
provided on the Avenza application.
According to Bodway, the need for
an interactive trail map covering all of
Chautauqua County is the result of an
increased interest in the various trails
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found across the area, especially since
the COVID-19 pandemic.

“As we witnessed more trail users
exploring our trails, many for the first
time, we also heard a renewed interest
in a trail map that would provide
information for trail users of varied
experience and ability,” Bodway said.
“I think that the new countywide trail

map does that and more”

The interactive map allows trail users
to plan their own adventure on their
computer by selecting trails that
coincide with their interests - like
biking, hiking, horsebac<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>